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Seventy points. That’s 
what the state 

considers an acceptable 
score in a school’s 
performance profile, and 
PAHS and JSC were well 
over the accepted score. 
D.H.H. Lengel missed 70 
by a microscopic margin. 
 The school perfor-
mance profile focuses 
on how well a school 
performs on its yearly 
standardized tests, which 
have transitioned from 
PSSAs to Keystones in 
the past five years. 
 It also focuses on how 
well a school improves 
on test scores, and this 
is called PVAAS (Penn-
sylvania Value Added 
Assessment System). 
PVAAS shows the overall 
growth of a school from 
one year to the next.
 “The school perfor-
mance profile doesn’t just 
look at the percentage of 
students [who] are pro-
ficient or advanced [on 
their standardized tests], 
but what students have 
made progress,” Mrs. 
Stephanie Ziegmont, 
PASD curriculum coordi-
nator, said. “If students 
can make progress, 
Pottsville receives a point 
for that.”
 A school can earn a 
total of 107 points, seven 
being extra credit points. 
In 2013, PAHS received 
72 points, which was 
above the acceptable 
score of 70. 
 In 2014, the school re-
ceived 78.3 points, which 
was 6.3 points greater 
than the year before and 

an increase of 8.75%. 
PAHS is in second place 
out of all of the high 
schools in Schuylkill 
County. 
 D.H.H. Lengel re-
ceived 69.7 points in 
their 2014 evaluation. 
They missed the accept-
able score by 0.3 points. 
However, the school 
improved 10.28% since 
their 2013 score of 63.2. 
 This score was the 
seventh highest improve-
ment score in all of 
Schuylkill County, and 
the highest improvement 
score in the PASD.
 “This year, our goal 
with the middle school 
is to get them over 70, 
since that is the magic 
number,” Mrs. Ziegmont 
said. “We also want to 
keep the high school and 

elementary school up 
where they are.”
 In the 2013 scor-
ing, JSC received 74.5 
points, and in the 2014 
scoring, they received 
80.7 points. This was an 
increase of 6.5 points 
and 8.32%. Out of the 
top five schools that 
made improvements in 
Schuylkill County, each 
of the PASD schools 
could be found in that top 
five.
 In the near future, 
PASD will be getting a 
new standardized test, 
which will be similar 
to the Keystones, but 
slightly harder.
 “The state understands 
[this and] is going to 
have to tweak the scor-
ing system. What we 
have to make sure is that 

a student who was ad-
vanced doesn’t fall to the 
bottom of the proficient 
category,” Mrs. Ziegmont 
said. “[The district] thinks 
the state is going to try 
and level things, which 
is what they did with the 
PSSAs until they saw 
how things went.”
 To see the districts 
exact scores, one can 
check www.paschoolper-
formance.org. This web-
site shows the scores of 
every school in the state. 
The green bars show a 
year’s worth of growth. 
If a school makes more 
than a year’s worth of 
growth, the bar will either 
be light or dark blue. 
 “Red or yellow [bars] 
are what we want to stay 
away from,” Mrs. Zieg-
mont said.

Seniors inducted into 
the National Honor 
Society

Ten juniors inducted 
into the National 
Honor Society

John S. Clarke 
students participate 
in summer reading

The latest buzz within 
the Drama Club is the 

choice of Les Misérables 
as this year’s spring musi-
cal. To bring in money for 
this crowd-pleaser, the 
club will perform a show 
in December to raise 
funds and awareness of 
the play Les Misérables.
 “I find that when there 
is a specific performance 
that the actors work more 
for it,” Mrs. Maria Malek, 
English teacher and 
Drama Club adviser, said.
 The whole theme of the 
December performance 
is a “Night on Broadway” 
- there will be solo songs, 
ensemble songs, Broad-
way numbers, dance 
numbers and short skits.
 “I’ve never been part 
of a full production during 
my high school career, 
so I’m looking forward to 
taking part in the show,” 
senior Taylor O’Brien said. 
“I am singing What I Did 
For Love from A Chorus 
Line. It’s such an emotion-
ally powerful ballad that 
I’m sure the audience will 
enjoy.”
 The Drama Club did 
winter performances up 
until two years ago. This 
year’s performance will be 
geared toward the com-
munity. The show will be 
December 20 at 2 p.m.
 “I am super excited for 
the December show. I feel 
like it’s a fun opportunity 
to act and sing songs and 
a great fundraiser to kind 
of get everyone together,” 
junior Sara Leibel said, “I 
am really stoked to just 
have a great night.”

Drama Club hosts 
winter performance

SCROLL — Ms. Tiffany Reedy, PAHS principal, visits the Pennsylvania School Performance Profile 
website to check the high school’s progress from 2013 to 2014. The scores were released in 
early November and are available to the public. “Our score improved significantly from last 
year,” Reedy said. “I am very pleased with our performance and ranking among county schools.”
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District shows spirit with Red Ribbon Week
By: Alex Disabella

PAHS Senior

And when we yell we 
like to spell, and this 

is what we spell. We spell 
…
 The shouts of the tradi-
tional “Give a Yell” cheer 
echoed in the auditorium 
October 31 as the week 
ended with the last pep 
rally of the year. Friday 
also marked the end of 
Red Ribbon Week and 
the first Spirit Week in 
many years.
 Red Ribbon Week is 
an annual event that pro-
motes drug prevention. 
This year’s theme was 
“Love Yourself. Be Drug 
Free.”
 “I think Red Ribbon 
Week is a great thing for 
the school. Themes like 
the red-out and Throw-
back Thursday help keep 
things interesting and 
also convey what this 
week is all about,” sopho-
more Colin Williams said. 
 One of the traditions of 
Red Ribbon Week is the 
door-decorating contest 
that occurred throughout 
the week. The guidance 
office door was adorned 
with Frozen characters.  
But one of the doors that 
was the talk of the school 
belonged to Room 127, 
Mr. Dave Sterner’s door.

 “My favorite decorated 
door for Red Ribbon 
Week was Mr. Sterner’s 
‘Do Math, Not Meth,’” se-
nior Kelcie Willard said.  
 The week started with 
“Mustache Monday,” the 
pun of the day being, “I 
‘mustache’ you not to do 
drugs.”
 “[Red Ribbon/Spirit 
Week] is a great op-
portunity for students 
and faculty to support 
the fight against drugs, 
alcohol and destructive 
behavior in a fun way,” 
Mrs. Katie Koneschusky, 
science teacher, said.
 Tuesday was “Team 
Tuesday,” which was a 
day when all students 
and faculty could wear 
their favorite team jersey. 
While walking down 
the hall, one could see 
Eagles green, Penn 
State blue and many 
other colors dotting the 
student body.
 “Sock it to Drugs 
Wednesday” was a day 
when students and fac-
ulty wore their wackiest 
socks. There were polka 
dots, stripes, multi-col-
ored, mismatched and 
even Dr. Who themed 
socks.
 “[On Wednesday], I 
had pink Under Armour 
socks on,” sophomore 
Kolton Post said.

 Thursday was “Throw-
back Thursday,” and 
students and faculty 
came to school dressed 
as everything from Ben-
jamin Franklin to the ‘90s 
grunge look.
 “I wore a Jon Bon Jovi 
shirt that my mom got 
at one of his concerts in 
the 1980s. I crimped my 
hair to make it look big 
like they did in the ‘80s, 
and I tied a scarf around 
my head,” junior Emily 
Zelinsky said. “My favor-
ite part was dressing up  
and getting to see what 
everyone else’s favorite 
decade was.”
 The week ended with 
“Red Day Friday,” where 
the school was a sea of 
red. At the pep rally, Ms. 
Tiffany Reedy, PAHS 
principal, announced the 
winners of the door-
decorating contest. There 
were five categories. 
Winning in the “Funniest” 
category was Homeroom 
301. Winning in the “Most 
Creative” category was 
Homeroom 216. Winning 
in the “Best Message” 
category was Homeroom 
005 with the theme “This 
is where drugs got me, 
don’t let it happen to 
you.” Winning “Judge’s 
Choice” was Homeroom 
127 with the theme “Do 
Math, Not Meth.” And 
winning in the “Who am 
I?” category was Home-
room 319.
 There were also 
students who won small 
gifts for participating in 
the daily Spirit Week 
themes. They were fresh-
men Gabe D’Agostino, 
Camryn Heinbach and 
Chelsea Balulis; sopho-
mores Alyssa Emery, 
Parker Rose, Zoey Frost 
and Bryonna Marshall; 
junior Ashley Smith; and 
seniors Meghan Cleary 
and Sarah Lecher. Each 
day that a student par-
ticipated, his name was 
put into a drawing, and 
on Friday names were 
chosen.
 The middle school also 
held a door-decorating 

contest where there 
would be one winner per 
floor that would receive 
Dunkin Donuts. They also 
had themed dress days 
similar to the high school.
 Monday was “We Are 
Red-y to be Drug Free!” 
The students and faculty 
wore red. Tuesday was 
“Together We Can Be 
Drug Free!” This was 
also known as “Twin 
Day,” where students 
and faculty dressed like 
a friend or a group of 
friends. Wednesday was 
“I Am Too Bright To Do 
Drugs!” Students and 
faculty wore fluorescent 
colored clothing this day. 
Thursday was “I Elect 
to be Drug Free!” This 
was a patriotic day, and 
students wore red, white 
and blue. Friday was 
“Say ‘BOO’ to Drugs.” 
This was a color-themed 
day in honor of Hallow-
een, and students wore 
orange, black or purple.
 “[There was a] distribu-
tion of Red Ribbon Week/
Halloween treats with 
anti-drug abuse messag-
es attached,” Mrs. Jes-
sica Coyle, social worker, 
said. “[One treat was a] 
Twizzler [that said], ‘Don’t 
let drugs TWIST your 
mind.’”
 Mrs. Coyle organized 
the week along with the 
help of staff members 
Miss Alana Jones, Miss 

Alyssa Palina, Mrs. Patri-
cia Zimmerman and Mr. 
Rusty Yost, then-middle 
school principal.
 The middle school also 
distributed bracelets and 
information cards about 
drug and alcohol abuse. 
There were posters and 
banners throughout the 
building to raise student 
awareness.
 The elementary center 
also participated in Red 
Ribbon Week with a post-
er contest. There were 
two winners from each 
grade. The winners were 
kindergartners Gage 
Freeze and Chase Wil-
liams; first graders Evrett 
Walters and Emmett 
Kraft; second graders 
Lauren Kelly and Callie 
Himmelberger; third grad-
ers Armonia Paniagua 
and Abigail Greenhalgh; 
and fourth graders Cas-
sandra Sedlak and Gwen 
Biddle.
 Red Ribbon Week last-
ed from October 27-31. 
Each school participated 
in the event in numerous 
ways with many activities 
and slogans to prevent 
drug and alcohol abuse.
 “The messages in my 
opinion are being sent in 
an effective way,” sopho-
more Noah Haney said. 
“It is an interesting and 
fun way to show school 
spirit as well as important 
messages.”

Photo By Corey SChuSter  

STUDY — Sophomore Max Babcock works on a biology 
packet October 31. The theme that day was “Red Day Friday.”
For participating in this Red Ribbon Week event, Babcock 
had his name entered into a raffle to win multiple prizes.

Photo By raChel Conville

DECORATE — During Red Ribbon Week, Mrs. Mary Beth Con-
ville, guidance counselor, could be seen adorning the door to 
the guidance office with Frozen themed decorations. There 
were cutouts of both Anna and Elsa in the doorway. The mes-
sage behind the door was “PAHS is too cool for drugs.”

Wavelengths



Wavelengths 3DECEMBER 2014

Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

It is that time of year again 
where we begin to focus on 
the changing weather. As 
we enter into the month of 
December, I want to reiterate 
the process we follow when 
deciding whether or not to 
delay or cancel school due 

to winter weather. As always, we take into con-
sideration the safety of students and staff, and we 
understand that many alternative plans must be 
made for babysitting and providing lunch for chil-
dren who will now be at home.  With that in mind, 
the decision to cancel school is made as early as 
possible in order to provide time for parents to 
make the necessary arrangements for the care of 
their children.

While it is easier to make a decision on canceling 
or delaying school when bad weather hits over-
night, sometimes a snowstorm begins after the 
students have been safely transported to school.  
We once again rely on the many forecasts pro-
vided to us, and will call an early dismissal only if 
we believe that waiting until the regular dismissal 
time will present a hazardous situation for the bus 
students and/or walkers. I remind all parents to 
have alternate plans for their children who may be 
arriving home earlier than usual.

Skylert will once again be utilized to send out any 
school delays and/or cancellation information to 
you within minutes of the decision being made. We 
will still notify radio stations WPPA/T-102 and TV 
stations WNEP, WBRE, WYOU and WFMZ. Please re-
member that whenever you have a change in your 
cell phone, work number or house phone number 
that you need to get those changes to us quickly to 
keep the system updated.

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not take the time 
to remember three retired Pottsville Area employ-
ees who have passed away during the past four 
months and are forever a part of our Tradition, 
Integrity, Dedication and Excellence. Mr. Frank 
Madara, who passed away in August, was the 

Dear Members of the Community,

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

former Director of Facilities. He was in charge of the 
construction project that turned the former Van Heu-
sen clothing factory on 16th Street into the current 
John S. Clarke Elementary Center. He was also gifted 
in masonry and his works are still present in our dis-
trict, including two brick PAHS signs that are located 
on the grounds in front of the high school.

Mr. Terry Case was a long time educator and coach 
in the district. Countless students (myself included) 
participated in his CP (College Prep) Verbal classes 
over the years to better prepare themselves to take 
the SAT. Mr. Case was the chief volunteer videog-
rapher for all district activities; he was at sporting 
events, graduation, assemblies and filmed the class 
videos each year. We all enjoyed viewing these class 
movies at the Farewell Assembly, which is now a 
part of our traditions at PAHS.

Finally, Mr. Bill Flynn was a long time math educator 
and one of the most recognized and successful high 
school football coaches in Pennsylvania. He worked 
tirelessly to help his students achieve success in 
math and to ensure his players represented our 
district with the utmost class and respect. Mr. Flynn 
commanded and earned the respect of thousands of 
students and athletes throughout his career. When 
he led the student body with the spirit stick at pep 
rallies, you could hear the cheers well beyond the 
walls of PAHS.   

Mr. Madara, Mr. Case and Mr. Flynn will always hold 
a special place in the storied history of PAHS. I will 
never forget their influence on me as a student and 
now as an educator at Pottsville Area. 

My sincere wishes to all of the families of the 
Pottsville Area School District for a safe, happy and 
healthy holiday season.  
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PAHS acknowledges National Honor 

Meghan 
Cleary
Daughter of:  
Todd Cleary and 
Rebecca Lewis-
Cleary
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Basketball, 
Varsity Soccer 
Co-Captain, Leo 
Club, SADD, AIΔ, 
Ecology Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
St. Joseph’s 
University, Arcadia 
University or 
Lebanon Valley 
College and 
major in Actuarial 
Science

Sarah 
Comisac
Daughter of: 
Steve and Debbie 
Comisac
Extracurriculars: 
Leo Club, Spanish 
Club, AIΔ, SADD, 
Ecology Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Temple University 
and major in 
Biology/Pre-Med

Olivia 
Connors
Daughter of: Ned 
and Lori Connors
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Basketball, 
Secretary of 
Marching Band 
and Concert Band, 
AIΔ
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University or 
University of 
Delaware and 
major in Chemical 
Engineering and 
minor in Political 
Science or 
Business

Rachel Coyle
Daughter of: 
Michael and 
Carole Coyle
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Softball, 
Editor-in-Chief of 
Hi-S-Potts, Senior 
Class Treasurer, 
Leo Club, Spanish 
Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University 
and major in 
Architectural 
Engineering 

Gabrielle 
Evans
Daughter of: 
Robert and Stacey 
Evans
Extracurriculars: 
Track and Field, 
Varsity Soccer Co-
Captain, Spanish 
Club, SADD, 
Ecology Club, 
Leo Club, Student 
Council
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Kutztown 
University and 
major in Biology/ 
Pre-Med and 
later become 
a Physician’s 
Assistant

Eli Nabholz
Son of: John and 
Mary Jo Nabholz
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Baseball, 
Varsity Basketball, 
SADD, Leo Club, 
Vice President of 
Student Council
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University Park 
and major in 
Political Science

Ty Painter
Son of: Rick and 
Kelly Painter
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Baseball, 
Varsity Basketball, 
Vice President of 
TKD, Leo Club, 
Spanish Club, 
Student Council 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University, 
Temple University, 
University of 
Pittsburgh or 
University of 
Maryland and 
major in Finance 
and minor in 
Sports Marketing

Matthew 
Schappell
Son of: Robert 
and Catherine 
Schappell
Extracurriculars: 
Spanish Club, 
Ecology Club, Leo 
Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Elizabethtown 
College and major 
in Accounting 
or Mechanical 
Engineering and 
minor in Spanish 
or Economics

Derek 
Shuman
Son of: Kurt 
Shuman and 
Karen Rismiller
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Basketball, 
Leo Club, Spanish 
Club, Ecology 
Club, President 
of National Honor 
Society
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University or 
University of 
Miami and major 
in Meteorology 
and minor in 
Business/Finance

Allison Stine
Daughter of: 
Bruce and Kristie 
Stine
Extracurriculars: 
Leo Club, Peer 
Tutoring, Hi-S-
Potts, Spanish 
National Honor 
Society
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
DeSales 
University, 
King’s College 
or Misericordia 
University and 
major in Medical 
Studies
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Society 2014-2015 senior inductees

Michaela 
Garland
Daughter of:  
Michael and Kym 
Garland
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Softball, 
Leo Club, Spanish 
Club, Treasurer of 
Student Council, 
AIΔ
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
DeSales 
University, 
King’s College, 
Misericordia 
University or 
Philadelphia 
University and 
major in Medical 
Studies

Connor 
Hinchliffe
Son of: Steve and 
Heather Hinchliffe
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Basketball,  
Varsity Baseball, 
Spanish Club, 
Leo Club, Ecology 
Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend La 
Salle University 
and major in 
Pre-Health or 
Accounting

Patrick 
Keating
Son of: Kevin and 
Teresa Keating
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Football 
Captain, Track 
and Field, Spanish 
Club, Leo Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Fordham 
University 
or Villanova 
University and 
major in Finance

Sarah Lombel
Daughter of: 
Ronald and 
Patricia Lombel
Extracurriculars: 
Co-Captain of 
Varsity Girls’ 
Soccer, Track and 
Field, President of 
Student Council 
and Leo Club, 
AIΔ, Spanish Club, 
SADD
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Bucknell 
University, 
Muhlenberg 
College or 
St. Joseph’s 
University and 
major in Biology/
Pre-Med Studies

Aaron 
Mickonis
Son of: David and 
Sandra Mickonis
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Football 
Captain, Treasurer 
of Spanish Club, 
Vice President of 
Leo Club, SADD, 
Student Council, 
Bloomsburg Math 
Competition Team
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State  
University and 
major in Chemical 
Engineering

Aaron 
Tranquillo
Son of: Francis 
and Ann Marie 
Tranquillo
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Volleyball 
and Student 
Council
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Misericordia 
University or 
Lebanon Valley 
College and 
major in Physical 
Therapy

Kyra Varano
Daughter of: 
Christian and 
Krista Varano
Extracurriculars: 
Captain of the 
Varsity Volleyball 
Team and 
Majorette Squad, 
Treasurer of AIΔ, 
Concert Band, 
Stage Crew, Leo 
Club, SADD, 
Ecology Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
West Chester 
University or Penn 
State University 
and major in 
Biology with a Cell 
and Molecular 
concentration 
and minor in 
Psychology 

Sarah 
Williams
Daughter of: 
Scott and Susan 
Williams
Extracurriculars: 
Drama Club 
Vice President, 
Librarian of 
Marching and 
Concert Bands,  
Stage and Pep 
Bands, Tennis 
Captain, Ecology 
Club, Vice 
President of NHS
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
the University 
of Pennsylvania 
or Penn State 
University and 
major in Biology 
and English and 
minor in Music

Anya Wood
Daughter of: 
Thomas and 
Stephanie Wood 
Extracurriculars: 
Senior Class 
Secretary, Quill 
and Scroll, 
Spanish Club, Leo 
Club, Hi-S-Potts 
Editor-in-Chief, 
Spanish National 
Honor Society
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University 
and major in 
Engineering or 
Education

Michaela 
Zanis
Daughter of: 
Michael and 
Patrice Zanis
Extracurriculars: 
Varsity Swim Team 
Captain, Varsity 
Water Polo, Drum 
Major of Marching 
Band, Concert 
Band, Quiz Team, 
Stage Band, Pep 
Band
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Dickinson College 
and double major 
in Law and Policy 
and English
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Ten juniors inducted into National Honor Society

Brittany 
Buleza
Daughter of: Dave 
and Joan Buleza
Extracurriculars: 
Water Polo, 
President of 
Debate Club and 
Vice President of 
the Chess Club, 
Leo, Aletheia, 
French and 
Spanish  Clubs
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
either Drexel 
University or 
the University 
of Pennsylvania 
and major in 
Nurse Practitioner 
or Physician’s 
Studies and minor 
in English

Arrianna 
Daniels
Daughter of: 
Glenn and Elsie 
Daniels
Extracurriculars: 
Drama Club, 
Marching, Concert 
and Pep Bands, 
Hi-S-Potts, Sketch 
Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
DeSales 
University, Albright 
College or West 
Chester University 
and major in Film 
Production or 
Theater

Leah Guzick
Daughter of: 
James and Lori 
Guzick
Extracurriculars: 
Volleyball, Drama 
Club, SADD, 
Ecology Club, Leo 
Club, Junior Class 
Treasurer, German 
Club, French Club, 
French National 
Honor Society 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Swarthmore 
College and 
major in Romance 
Language Studies 
and minor 
Business or 
Theatre

Shelby 
Hahner
Daughter of: 
Ed and Melissa 
Hahner
Extracurriculars: 
Track and Field, 
Majorettes, Dance, 
Leo Club, French 
Club, Ecology 
Club, SADD, 
French National 
Honor Society, AIΔ
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Rider University 
and major in 
Elementary 
Education and 
minor in Dance 

McKayla 
Jones
Daughter of: 
Michael and 
Pamela Jones 
Extracurriculars: 
Track and Field, 
Leo Club, SADD, 
French Club, 
French National 
Honor Society 
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
West Point Military 
Academy and 
major in Pre-
Veterinary Studies

Alyssa 
Kondrack
Daughter 
of: Michael 
and Christine 
Kondrack
Extracurriculars: 
Track and 
Field, Soccer, 
Basketball, 
Spanish Club, 
Ecology Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
the University of 
the Sciences in 
Philadelphia and 
major in Physical 
Therapy

David 
Leymeister
Son of: Michael 
and Deborah 
Leymeister
Extracurriculars: 
Golf Team, 
Spanish Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University, 
Michigan State 
University or North 
Carolina State 
University and 
major in Computer 
Science and 
minor in Game 
Development 
Art Design or 
Business 

Kasie Shaw
Daughter of: 
Joseph and 
Karen Shaw 
Extracurriculars: 
Volleyball, Spanish 
Club, SADD, 
Ecology Club, Leo 
Club
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
University of 
Delaware, 
University of 
Pittsburgh or 
University of North 
Carolina and major 
in Psychology 
or Elementary 
Education and 
minor in Spanish 

Katrina 
Whalen
Daughter of: 
Walter and Denise 
Whalen
Extracurriculars: 
Junior Class 
President, Pep, 
Stage, Marching 
and Concert 
Bands, AIΔ, 
Stage Crew, Key, 
Spanish and 
Ecology Clubs, 
Special Olympics 
Management Team
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Bloomsburg 
University 
and major in 
Nursing Studies 

Taylor Young
Daughter of: 
Daniel and Darlene 
Young
Extracurriculars: 
Volleyball, 
Swimming, AIΔ, 
Spanish Club, 
Ecology Club, 
Student Council, 
Marching and 
Concert Bands
Post-graduation 
plans: Attend 
Penn State 
University 
and major in 
Engineering or 
Environmental 
Science
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Top phoTo By Becky STaller 

October 3, the 
Pottsville Area High 

School marching band 
shared the field with over 
100 former band mem-
bers at the 35th annual 
Alumni Band. 
 Members consisted 
of PAHS graduates from 
1957 to 2014, and there 
was at least one alumni 
band member in each 
instrumental section. 
One could see teachers,  
college friends and even 
the occasional relative. 
 “I started doing Alumni 
Band [my daughter] 
Katrina’s freshman year 
because she guilted me 
into it,” Denise Whalen, 
1986 PAHS graduate, 
said. “I do enjoy play-
ing with people I haven’t 
seen in a long time. It’s 
awesome to be a part of 
such a unique group.”
 Following the PAHS 
band, the 2014 PAHS 

alumni band marched 
down the field to the 
traditional PAHS fight 
song, Hail to the Varsity, 
followed by Notre Dame. 
The alumni band then 
continued with Star, a hit 
by Earth, Wind & Fire, 
and finished with Respect 
by Aretha Franklin. 
 The alumni then 
marched off the field to 
another PAHS band clas-
sic, Our Boys Will Shine, 
leaving the PAHS band 
to conclude its show with 
the traditional “Script 
Tide.” 
 “I thought [alumni band] 
was a good turnout,” Mr. 
Craig Shoener, PAHS 
band director, said. “It 
was the biggest group of 
alumni since I have been 
here. [Alumni band] gives 
alumni the opportunity 
to come back and spend 
time with old friends and 
relive their memories of 
high school band.”
 Back in 1974, Rollin 
W. Miller, PAHS band 

director from 1969-1977, 
sparked an idea that 
would eventually live 
on for decades. Miller 
decided to write a drill 
that had a similar effect to 
Ohio State’s “Script Ohio,” 
and since then, the PAHS 
band has performed 
“Script Tide” before every 
home football game. This 
year, the band celebrated 
the 40th anniversary of 
“Script Tide.”
 In past years, the PAHS 
band has looped com-
pletely through the “d” in 
“Script Tide,” whereas to-
day the band just touches 
the bottom of the “d.” 
 In 1978, the band 
revised “Script Tide” and 
marched block letters 
rather than the traditional 
cursive that the band per-
forms today. This change 
was not favored by the 
public and only lasted 
a year before it was 
returned to the original 
form, which the band still 
performs today.

 “I think the continuation 
of ‘Script Tide’ is a very 
visual, integral represen-
tation of ‘Tide Pride,’” 
Mr. Andrew Smink, 2004 
PAHS graduate and 

PAHS English teacher, 
said. “We’re fortunate to 
be part of a school that 
is so rich in tradition; to 
see those traditions going 
strong is heartening.”

phoTo By lily keiTSock

LISTEN — John S. Clarke students closely pay attention to the 
Zoo America Speaker. To attend this program, students had to  
successfully complete five book reports over the summer.  “My 
favorite part of the program was seeing the animals. I was scared 
when he pulled the snake out,” Maya Golden, fourth grader, said.

EVOLVE — The 2014 PAHS marching band (top) performs 
their version of “Script Tide.” “[Throughout the years,] 
‘Script Tide’ has evolved, but it still [has always] remained 
the same final product,” Mr. Craig Shoener, PAHS band di-
rector, said. The bottom picture shows the 1974 PAHS 
marching band performing the routine for the first time.

John S. Clarke “goes wild” for summer reading
By: Tayah Moore

PAHS Sophomore

foster our students’ love 
of reading.”  
 Instead of just chal-
lenging the students of 
JSC to a summer reading 
challenge, the parents 
could try a challenge, too. 

 “This year we also 
decided to challenge 
the parents to read with 
their child by providing 
‘We Read’ books and an 
incentive for them, too,” 
Mrs. Malone said. 

titled “JSC goes wild for 
reading.” To successfully 
accomplish their summer 
reading, students had 
to complete five book 
reports and read at least 
one nonfiction book. The 
reading specialists also 
opened the JSC library 
four different dates during 
the summer for any child 
who wanted or needed a 
book.
 “We decided to do a 
summer reading chal-
lenge for our students 
in order to keep them 
reading throughout the 
summer. We wanted to 
give students a fun way 
to keep practicing their 
reading skills over the 
summer,” Mrs. Sandra 
Malone, reading spe-
cialist, said. “We also 
thought that giving them 
an incentive for doing the 
challenge would encour-
age them to participate.” 
 Mrs. Judith DiObilda, 

librarian, and the reading 
specialists, who include 
Mrs. Patricia Markovich, 
Mrs. Stacey McClusky, 
Mrs. Malone and Mrs. 
Elaina Prestileo, were 
the faculty members who 
arranged the awards. 
Starting the first day of 
school, they had to read 
over 1,500 book reports, 
edit them and give them 
back to the children who 
participated. 
 Out of the 300 students 
who finished their book 
reports, 20 were cho-
sen for having excellent 
reports and given a free 
animal-themed nonfiction 
book. 
 “The JSC reading 
staff is dedicated to 
making learning to read 
and reading to learn an 
enjoyable experience for 
all JSC students,” Mrs. 
Markovich said. “We felt 
that through this chal-
lenge we were helping to 

Over the summer, 
many children 

spend their time playing 
outside in the warm sun 
with friends, not inside 
wrapped up in a book. 
For several students at 
John S. Clarke Elemen-
tary Center, that was not 
the case at all. 
 September 19, JSC 
held a Zoo America 
program for the 300 kids 
who successfully met 
their summer reading 
challenge requirements. 
This program featured 
animals one could find 
in the wild such as owls, 
snakes, skunks and other 
creatures. The man who 
presented during the 
program told the students 
several interesting facts 
about each animal.
  The 2014 summer 
reading challenge was 

Script Tide and alumni band celebrate success
By: Paige Fellows

PAHS Junior

BoTTom phoTo courTeSy of John Shoener
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PASD Calendar
December
11— Lengel holiday 
choral concert at 7 p.m.
18 — PAHS holiday 
band concert at 7:30 
p.m.
24 — Winter recess 
begins
January
5 — Return from winter 
recess
6 — Meeting for parents 
of 8th grade students 
with last names A-L 
entering PAHS in 2015, 
PAHS auditorium at 7 
p.m.
7 — Meeting for parents 
of 8th grade students 
with last names M-Z 

entering PAHS in 2015, 
PAHS auditorium at 7 
p.m.
9 — All 2015 yearbook 
orders must be in
14 — First semester 
ends (tentative)
15 — Second semester 
begins (tentative)
11-14 — JSC Scholastic 
book fair
19 — Teachers’ in 
service day 
20 — Report card 
distribution 
February 
10 — FAFSA 
completion night
16 — Presidents’ Day, 
all schools closed 

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H. Middle School: 
(570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
Wavelengths

• Ms. Bridget Freiler       
Adviser

• Brittany Blackman        
PAHS Senior

• Autumn Minnich      
PAHS Senior

• Alexandra 
Disabella        
PAHS Senior
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